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The Kingdom of God

Every kingdom divided against itself can not stand. Over the past couple of
months, we have been learning about the two very distinctly different king-
doms. One is very much controlled by Satan, darkness, deception and hatred.
The other is controlled by a Loving  Heavenly Father, full of light, truth and
peace.

One has the MO to kill, steal, and destroy. The other gives us life, and that
more abundantly. It is our choice which kingdom we will live in, however, we
can’t live successfully in both!

From the “Voice of the Martyrs” devotional September 20th

Nikolai Khamara had gone into prison a thief and came out a Christian. After his release, he
joined the underground church in Russia. Sometime later, the pastor of Khamara’s church
was arrested. The authorities tortured him, hoping he would betray the church, but he told
them nothing. Then they arrested Nikolai Khamara. They brought him before the pastor and
told him, “If you do not tell the secrets, we will torture Khamara in front of you.”

The Pastor could not endure someone suffering for him. But Khamara said to him, “Be
faithful to Christ and do not betray him. I am happy to suffer for the name of Christ.” Then
they gouged out Khamara’s eyes.

The pastor could not bear it. He cried to Khamara, “How can I look at this? You will remain
blind!” Khamara replied, “When my eyes are taken away from me, I will see more beauty
than I see with these eyes. I will see the Savior. You must remain faithful to Christ to the
end.”

When the interrogators told the pastor that they would cut out Khamara’s tongue, Khamara
said, “Praise the Lord Jesus Christ. There, I have said the highest words that can be said.
And if you wish, you can now cut out my tongue.” The former thief stole from the officers a
chance to rob his faith. He died a martyr’s death.

Khamara’s story is a lesson in contrasts between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the
devil. The Bible teaches us how to recognize those who steal, kill, and destroy as members
in the kingdom of the devil. In Khamara’s case, The enemy stole his eyesight, destroyed his
speech, and eventually killed him. In contrast, Jesus’ kingdom is about life- life to the
extreme. As such, Jesus gave Khamara a new life and restored a former thief to righteous-
ness. The two kingdoms are in conflict, and our lives are the spoils. Khamara “defected” to
the other side when two believers showed him how to join God’s kingdom. What are you
doing to bring others into God’s kingdom?
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Pastor John is ministering this morning!

Next Friday, September 27th at 7:00 PM and

44 Saturday, September 28th at 9:30 AM is our

94 LADIES ADVANCE!! Special Guest Cathy Bartel
will be ministering to the ladies. There will be a
potluck lunch on Saturday, after the morning
service. In the afternoon will be fun, break-out
classes and a time for personal prayer.

Next Sunday, September 29th we will celebrate first fruits in
honor of Rosh Hashanah. Be praying about your best
offering to bring.

d Can you believe that the Harvest Carnival is only 38 days away?!
We will start gathering treats next week. This year we would like
to give out small bags of chips or crackers also, rather than just
candy.

Mark Your Calendars
Special Guest Billy Miller
Will be at Victory Christian Fellowship on
Sunday, October 13th, 2019
10:30 AM and 7:00 PM

WEEKLY PRAYER FOCUS:
S Spend time this week praying for the Ladies Advance and the work

that Holy Spirit will be doing in each of the women'’s lives.




